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emphasis or slightly allegorical play did not mark Italian verse. 
The nature of the Italian lyric and romance may have been averse 
to such a conventionality if not to others. 

E. C. Knowlton. 
University of Illinois. 



THE DATE OP ANTONIO DE VILLEGAS' DEATH 

Most histories of Spanish literature give no date for the death 
of Antonio de Villegas, the author of the Inventario, and there is, 
I believe, no documentary evidence of a biographical nature con- 
cerning him aside from that contained between the covers of the 
two editions of the Inventario (Medina del Campo, 1565, 1577). 
Professors J. Fitzmaurice-Kelly and E. Merimee in their histories 
of Spanish literature give the date of Villegas' death as 1551. The 
only reason which justifies this date is based on the petition de 
privilegio of the 1565 edition of the Inventario, where the state- 
ment is made that in 1551 Villegas had obtained a licencia to pub- 
lish the book, that the licencia had been allowed to lapse, and that 
a new one was being requested. 1 Since one would scarcely go to 

Pecorone di Giovanni Fiorentino, Milan o, 1804, I, p. 2. Opere di Girolamo 
Benivieni, Venetia, 1522, p. 135. Bonetti del Burchiello, Londra, 1751, i, 
77, iii, 157. II Quadriregio di F. Frezzi, Foligno, 1725, i, pp. 187, 200, 234, 
235, 244-5, 249, 340. Opere di Lorenzo drf Medici, ed. A. Simioni, Bari, 
1913, 2 vols., Gomento di Lorenzo de? Medici sopra alcuni de' suoi sonetti, 
I, 58; XLn, 1. 10 (giving); canz. vt, p. 202; lxxvi, p. 213; A Itercazione, 
cap. m, rv. Rime di Benedetto Gareth detto II Charited, ed. E. Percopo, 
Napoli, L893, n, 422. For Petrarch, see Oonoordanza delle Rime di Fran- 
cesco Petrarca, K. McKenzie, Oxford and New Haven, 1912. Canzoni di 
Antonio degli Alberti, ed. S. Andreis, Kovereto, 1865, n, p. 17; m, p. 21. 
The Poetry of Giacomo da Lentino, ed. E. F. Langley, Cambridge, Mass., 
1915, canz. xvni, 1. 3. Opere Volgari di L. B. Alberti, ed. A. Bonucci, 
Firenze, 1843, I, pp. clxxxi, ccxi. Orlando Innamorato di Boiardo, ed. A. 
Panizzi, London, 1830, 5 vols., I, Lib. r, iii, stanza 37, p. 50; Lib. I, xviii, 
stanza 6; cf. edit. F. FOffano, Bologna, 1906; Le Poesie Volgari e Latine 
di Boiardo, ed. A. Solerti, Amores, xrv, 1, xrx, 5, xxvi, 9, xxxi, 2, MV, 2, 
clvi, 6, cLxin, 3, Pastorale, vm, 116, rx, 32. 

'The peticidn de privilegio of the first edition of the Inventario (1565) 
reads as follows: "C. R. 'M. Antonio de Villegas dice, que el compuso Tin 
libro de ciertas obras en metro Castellano intitulado, Inventario de Anto- 
nio de Villegas. Y habiendo suplicado el aBo de cineuenta y uno, se le 
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the expense and trouble of obtaining a licencia without making use 
of it, it may be logical to suppose that Villegas died before he was 
able to effect the publication of his book. It would seem, however, 
that there is very definite evidence which can be adduced to prove 
that Villegas was alive long after 1551. This evidence is based 
on the assumption that the granting of a privilege to the author 
is an indication that the author was alive at the time the privilege 
was granted. Our knowledge of copyright laws in sixteenth-cen- 
tury Spain is rather limited, it is true, but it would appear from 
an examination of privileges taken from books printed in Toledo, 
Madrid, and Medina del Campo that the evidence is justified by the 
facts. 

An edition of the works of Crist6bal de Castillejo (died 1556), 
published in Madrid in 1577, contains the following: "Lie. a Juan 
L6pez de Velasco por ocho afios: Madrid, 21 Agosto 1573. — Priv. 
a favor del mismo : San Lorenzo a 5 Agosto 1577." 2 The Episto- 
lario Espiritual of Juan de Avila (died 1569), published in Madrid 
in 1578, contains a privilege "a Juan de Villaras here.dero del 
autor por diez afios." 3 In the year 1544 there was granted a 
" privilegio de Castilla a la mujer y herederos de Boscan por diez 
afios" to publish the "Obras del Boscan y algunas de Garcilaso 
de la Vega." * In 1550 the Ledum legum aliquarum hujus regni 
of Rodrigo Suarez contains a "privilegio al lie. Hernan Suarez, 
hijo del autor por 10 afios." 5 The Prima Pars Consiliorum of 
Marcos Salon de Paz, published in 1576, contains a "priv. por 
diez afios al Doctor Burgos de Paz . . . para imprimir la primera 
parte de los consejos compuestos por el Doctor Burgos de Paz, 
vuestro padre difunto." 8 In the Comoediae of Juan Perez de 
Toledo, published in 1574, there is a privilege "por diez afios a, 
Antonio Perez, clerigo de Toledo, hermano del autor." T The Ad 

diesse licencia para imprimir, V. M. se la concedi6 por su c&lula. Y porque 
no ha usado della, suplica a V. M. que, rasgando aquella, se le de otra 
de nuevo, por ser passado el tSrmino que se le di6." 

2 C. Perez Bastor, Bibliografia Madrilena, I, 53. 

" Hid., p. 58. 

4 C. Perez Pastor, La Imprenta en Medina del Campo, p. 31. 

• Ibid., p. 70. 

'Ibid., pp. 197-8. 

' C. Perez Pastor, La Imprenta en Toledo, p. 132. 
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Callosyrivm Episcopum Arsenoitem, Aduersus Antropomorphitas 
Liber is printed together with St. Cyril's De Adoratione in spiritu 
et veritate and the privilege was granted in 1571 " por cinco anos 
a D. Pedro de Mendoza heredero de D. Hernando de Mendoza que 
habia hecho traducir este libro a Buenaventura Vulcanic" 8 Pro- 
fessor Henry Thomas makes the following statement a propos of 
the Spanish romance of chivalry Cristalian de Esparia: " This privi- 
lege (i. e., in second edition 1586, colophon 1587) shows that 
Beatriz Bernal died before the second edition came out, for it con- 
cedes the right to print her mother's work to ' Juana Bernal de 
Gatos, widow, of the city of Valladolid, daughter and sole heiress 
of Beatriz Bernal deceased, formerly wife of the Bachiller Torres 
de Gatos.' " 9 

Privileges like the foregoing show that when authors or transla- 
tors had died care was taken to issue permits and copyright privi- 
leges to their heirs. In all cases where it has been possible I have 
investigated privilegios al autor, and found that the author was 
living at the time the privilege was granted. In the light of what 
has been stated here it does not seem possible that Villegas was 
dead in 1565, when the peticion de privilegio appearing in foot- 
note 1 was written and when a privilege was granted to the author 
for ten years. Nor does it seem possible that he was dead in 1574, 
when a privilege was granted to the author for eight years to pub- 
lish a second edition of the Inventario. In October, 1576, a privi- 
lege was granted " para imprimir la question y disputa entre Aiaz 
y Vlixes sobre las armas de Aquiles con el Inventario, por el tiempo 
concedido para esta obra en el privilegio anterior." Since this 
supplementary privilege is not granted definitely to any one, it is 
impossible to assert that Villegas was living at the time. Never- 
theless, since he was an inhabitant of Medina del Campo, it is 
logical to suppose that he was still living in October, 1576. 

It seems quite certain, therefore, that Antonio de Villegas did 
not die in 1551, that he was still alive in July, 1574, when a privi- 
lege was granted to him, and that he most probably was alive in 
October, 1576, the date of the supplementary privilege appearing 

8 C. Perez Pastor, La Imprenta en Toledo, pp. 134-5. 

9 Spanish and Portuguese Romances of Chivalry, Cambridge, 1920, p. 136, 
note 2. 
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in the second edition of the Inventario, which was published the 
following year. 

George Irving Dale. 

Washington University. 



THOMAS GOFFE'S PR^LUDIUM 

Thomas Goffe's Careless Shepherdess — a tragi-comedy acted at 
the Salisbury Court Theatre in 1629, 1 and printed in 1656 — is a 
very indifferent play, but its Prseludium or Induction deserves to 
be better known than it is, — for it throws light upon certain more 
or less dark places in the story of playhouse management in 
Charles Fs time. Malone 2 and Collier 8 quoted from it the four 
lines following, which suggest something of the ways of playgoers 
and the rates of admission at the Eed Bull and the Fortune : 

And I will hasten to the money Box 
And take my shilling out again. . . . 
I'll go to th' Bull or Fortune, and there see 
A Play for two pence, with a Jig to boot. 

Some time ago the present writer took issue with Mr. W. J. 
Lawrence on the question of "interior gathering" in the Eliza- 
bethan theatre.* Lawrence's view was that the fees for seats in 
the galleries or on the stage were collected by the gatherers between 
the acts, — that is to say, after the playgoer had entered the theatre 
and found his place. The evidence I cited in this connection would 
seem to indicate that in Shakspere's time at least, this was probably 
not the case, — that the entrance fee was collected, instead, at the 
door, before the patrons entered the house. The procedure of 
Dekker's Chill seems to clinch this point. 8 But in the light of 
certain hitherto unquoted passages in Goffe's Praeludium, one of 
Mr. Lawrence's points deserves reconsideration. He showed that 
'"interior gathering" was well established in the Restoration 

1 Pleay, Drama, n, p. 247. 

* Malone-Boswell Shakespeare, m, p. 70. 
3 Annals, ed. 1879, ill, p. 149. 

* See Lawrence, Elizabethan Playhouse, I, p. 11 ; n, pp. 99 ff., and cf. 
Studies in Philology, xvr, pp. 194 ff. 

" See n. 4. 



